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Hon. H. Tuckey: Would you increase the
number of members of this House?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: No, I think
the present anumber is quite sufficient, but
I would alter the distribution.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Will you agree that
the cxisting number of members of this
Chamber is too great?

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: No, that is
quite another matter. Dealing now with the
Licensing Court, I would remind the House
that originally that tribunal was established

for the purpose of reduweing the number of

licenses in existence. The court fulfilied that
objeclive long ago, and in my opinion a
great saving of money could be effected
by entirely abolishing the Licensing Court
and allowing the stipendiary magistracy to
deal with matters that now go before that
court. T want it to be understood that
in making these references I am not
reflecting upon the personnel of the court
but am merely diseussing the principle in-
volved. Our stipendiary magistracy is on
a very solid basis and throughout the magis-
terial districts the officials I have in mind
are quite capable of carrying out the fune-
tions now fulfilled by members of the Licens-
ing Court. I sineerely trust our laws will
be enforced, and I will d¢ all in my power
to improve conditions generally. This I
can do hecause, as was stated in publie
quite recently, I am entirely free and un-
trammelled by any party considerations in
or outside this Chamber. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. H. V. Piesse, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.9 p.m.

Tegisiative Assembly,
Tuesday, 15¢h Avgust, 1939,

PaqE
Flectoral, Swenring-la of menber ... o9
Address-In-reply, Arth day op

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to swear
in the member for Nelson.

Mr. J. H. Smith took and subseribed the
oath and signed the roll. .

ADDRESS-IN-REFLY,
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 10th Aungust.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara} [438]: I
do not think [ ean preface my remarks in
s more approprinte way than by supple-
menting the eomments of the Leader of the
National Party upon the previous member
for Pilbara. 1 aseertained that he was a
very popular member of this Chamber; I
also found thai he was equally popular in
his electorate. Jr. Welsh is & man of mag-
netic personality and is 100 per cent. Aus-
tralian. While thc members on this side
of the House will no doubt be pleased poli-
tieally that he did not win the last election,
I can quite appreciate the high esteem in
which every member of this Chamber held
Mr. Welsh. Yon, Mr, Speaker, and the
Chairman of Commiftees, have my sinecerest
congratnlations upon your election to the
responsible positions “vou hold. You both
have had wide Parliamentary experi-
ence, and I feel sure that youn will dis-
charge the duties of your respective offices
to the satisfaction of members. The two
new Ministers also have my hest wishes.
The member for Kimberley is thoroughly
aequainted with the North-West and is fully
seized of the spirit dominating the people
there. 1 have no doubt he will make an
ideal Minister for the North-West, as did
his predecessor.
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I was rather impressed by the speeches
of the Leader of the Opposition and the
Leader of the National Party. Both appear
to have the confidence of their followers and
seem well fitted for the positions they hold
on your left, Mr. Speaker, positions which
I hope they will eontinue to retain for many
years fo come.

I desire to address myself to a few mat-
ters, mostly of a loeal character. It must
be remembered that the Pilbara distriet is
growing and that we are looking forward
to a measure of prosperity in that part of
the State, particularly as regards mining.
Members will agree that people in the out-
back centres of the State are reasonable and
fair in the submission of their requirements.
The proposals [ shall submit are, as I bave
said, of Jocal importanee, and I think will be
considered reasonable. The first concerns
our water supplies. 'We have heard speeches
from previous speakers on the question of
water supplies for the agricultural and gold-
fields areas. Port Hedland at present is
supplied with water which is carted from
Poondina by rail, a distance of 20 miles.
The cost t¢ the consomers is 3s. 6d. per
100 gallons. In addition, the residents are
obliged to pay a further charge for water,
which unfortunately is unfit to drink, from
the local scheme. I understand that some
time ago a survey was made of the Turner
River, about 20 miles from Port Hedland:
and that, affer the report had been sub-
mitted to the appropriate Minister, the then
Treasurer (Hon. P. Collier), actnally ap-
proved of the construetion of a water
scheme for Port Hedland. If the scheme
was considered necessary then—about eight
or nine years ago—it is more than ever
necessary now. Only 2 eouple of months
ago a flving boat, with Captain Taylor in
charge, mnde a survey flight over the Indian
Occan as far as Africa. The boat took off
from Port Hedland. Owing to the natural
advantages of the port, the fuelling of the
plane was earried out expeditionsly. T sub-
mit it will not be long before Port Hed-
land is the most important port on our coast
from a commereial and defence point of
view: and, in all sincerity, T urge the Gov-
ernment to zive favourable eonsideration to
the inauguration of the water supply
scheme. As repards the financing of the
scheme, [ snggest it may not be out of place
to secure the co-operation of the Federal
Government.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, Marshall: Port Hedland is the natural
port of that distriet.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: 1 am glad of that
interjection. The town of Port Hedland
is backed by a strong pustora) area, and in
addition is the natural port for the whole
of the mining distriet of Pilbara. I
was pleased to note from the Speech
that the Government proposes to extend
the aetivities of the Workers’ Homes
Board. For some time there has been a

- shortage of housing accommodation in

Port Hedland. I have in mind four young
men who bold what might be termed per-
manent positions in the town and who are
unable to obtain reasonable housing accom-
modation, TIf the Government could see
its way to extend the activities of the
board to the Port Hedland distriet, I be-
lieve the project would prove to be sound.
Various people advoecate an inerease of
population in the North-West, and no bet-
ter way could be devised to achieve that
end than by encouraging married couples
to settle there.

Another matter of outstanding import-
ance to the people and the progress of the
distriet, more particularly at the Marble
Bar end, is that of the mail serviee. Those
who live in the metropolitan area would
experience difficulty in trying to visualise
the position of the people located at
Marble Bar. The train from Hedland to
Marble Bar is run to suit the convenience
of the boats. In one week the train might
leave Hedland on Wednesday, and in an-
other week on Friday, and pastoralists are
obliged to travel long distances to the sid-
ings only to find that the train is not run-
ning until the following day. If the train
does not proceed to Marble Bar on Wed-
nesday, the mail te Nullagine is held up
for approximately a fortnight. All that
the people ask is that the mail service from
Hedland to Marble Bar be run vegularly
every Wednesday. Business people in
Marble Bar and its environs find the pre-
sent irregularity of the servies very incon-
venient to the earrving on of their affairs.
I trust that the Minister for Railways will
take a broadminded view of the question
and ensure that the people are pgiven a
regular service. Formerly a vmall special
motor coach was put in commission he-
tween Hedland and Marhle Bar so that a
regular serviee would be provided.
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The State Shipping Serviee is a matter
of vital importance to the people of the
North-West. At the inception of the ser-
vice a great deal of hostility was displayed
by Labour’s opponents, but I doubt
whether any member of the present Parlia-
ment would be prepared to suggest that
the service should be discontinued. It has
proved cf considerable benefit to the people
of the North-West, and they certainly
appreciate what il has done for them. The
concession fares granted to women and
children are greatly appreciated by those
concerned, and I suggest that the conces-
sions, with limitations, should be granted
to adults at certain periods to enable them
to travel to and from the metrepolis with-
out incurring excessive expense. At times
residents of the North experience difficulty
in obtaining berihs on the State vessels
awing to the tourist traffic, which traffic
of course, should be encouraged, and what
is really required is another boat to run
between Fremantle and Hedland, At the
risk of ineurring the hostility of members
elsewhere, I suggest that the ‘*Kybra’’ bhe
taken from the south-eastern run, because
the South-East and South-West are served
by railways, and be utilised exclusively on
the run between Fremantle and Hedland.
Mueh freight now obtained by boats carry-
ing black erews would thus be diverted to
the State Shipping Service.

The season in the Pilbara and certain
other pastoral distriets has been a good
one. At the same time diffienlties similar
to those confronting the wheatgrowers
face the pastoralists. Wool prices are low,
and one of the consernuences is that shear-
ers and shed workers generally find their
periods of employment considerably cur-
tailed. The reduction of certain freights
and the remission of land rents has been a
fine gesture on the part of the Government,
and any other proposition submitted by
the Government to alleviate the difficulties
of the pastoralists will certainly receive my
support.

As regards mining, it is gratifying to
know that there are indications of a rea-
sonable increase of population in the Pil-
bara distriet. A scheme known as the Gov-
ernment Prospecting Scheme has been in
operation on the Eastern and Murchison
Goldfields for some years, and I under-
stand that as a result of this policy,
much good has acerued to the State.
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I suggest to the Minister for Mines
that the scheme be extended to the IPil-
bara district. In the Nullagine, Eastern
Creek, Bamboo Creek, Marble Bar and other
areas, there are fair possibilities of further
good shows being found, and only one de-
cent discovery need be made to repay the
Government for its outlay. There are men
—those engaged in prospecting in that dis-
trict are of a fine type—who would not avail
themselves of any CGovernment assistance
because they are able to battle along on their
own resources, but there are others who,
given a little assistanee in the direction I
have mentioned, would be enabled to carry
on prospeeting and thus help the develop-
ment of this outback part of the State. I
am cuite in agreement with the member for
Mt, Magnet (Mr. Triat) in urging a redue-
tion of State Battery trcatment charges.
In the Marble Bar district the charge is 2
dwts. 12 grains, and the Propectors’ Asso-
ciation is urging a reduetion to 1 dwt. 8
rains.

Prices of commodities are excessively high
in the district. Bushell’s tea, for instance,
af Nullagine costs 3s. 3d. per Ib. Potatoes
andl onions cost 7s. per stone, and sugar 7d.
per 1b. Tinned meats and other foods are
proportionately high in cost. Thus it will
be seen that any relief granfed fo prospec-
tors there will be for the benefit of the dis-
trict.

The question of a loan to the Barton mine,
some 14 or 15 miles from Nullagine, has
been before the Mines Department. Some
years ago a loan was granted to a private
person to assist in the erection of a battery
at the 20-mile. More recently the depart-
ment has refused to grant an advance {o
Messrs. Mc¢Kenna and Gallop of the Barton
mine, who desire to erect a five-head battery.
The diserimination shown has eaused a cer-
tain amount of feeling along the Nullagine
belt. I realise that the Minister for Mines
must necessarily be guided by the reports
and advice of his responsible officers, but in
all sincerity I again appeal to the hon,
gentleman and the department to reconsider
their attitude. I wish to refer the Minister
to the reports of Mr. Gibb Maitland, JMr.
Blatchford and My, Montgomery, and to a
report of more recent date hy Mr. Finucane.
I shall not tonch on other matters relating
to the Pilbara district, but would like to
comment briefly on certain legislative pro-
posals of the Government for this session.
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In connection with superannuation a re-
tiring age of 65 years has been laid down
as a matter of Government policy. I under-
stand that this applies to all employed in
the Goverbment service, whether on wages
or salary. It js my emphatic opinion that
everyone in Government employment, includ-
ing the Public Service, should be subject to
the same restriction.

Mr. Warner: Hear, hear. Members of
Parhiament, too!

Mr. W. HEGNEY:; There should not be
one law for the man on the basic wage and
a different law for a man who happens to
be high up in the Public Serviee and for
some reason is retained after having reached
the retiring age. I hold the opinion that
no man is indispensable; that n¢ matter
what work he may be engaged upon, ar-
rangements can easily be made to have him
relieved when he reaches the age of 65
years. This retiring age having become law,
I hope it will apply equally to all Govern-
ment employees, whether on a salary of
£1,000 a year or on the basic wage.

I am pleased to know that the Government
intend to introduce legislation amending the
qualification of electors for the Legislative
Council. The platform of the movement
with which I have the honour to be asso-
ciated provides definitely that the franchise
for the Legislative Council shall be adult
franchise. I have often wondered why the
Western Australian people have so long
tolerated the present system. To this Cham-
ber members are returned on the basis of
adult franchise, On the other hand, in order
that one may have a vote for the Legislative
Council one must possess property up to
the value of £50 or fulfil certain other re-
guirements. What is the position from the
Federal aspect? The Australian Parliament
consists of two Houses, one of which, the
Senate, may be likened to our Legislative
Council.

Mr. Holman: It could not be like that!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Federal Parlia-
ment has full powers in relation to defence,
finance, and other questions of Australia-
wide importance; and yet both branches
of that Legislature are elected on the simple
basis of adult franchise. In spite of that
fact, in the case of a State Parliament eon-
stituted of two Houses one must own pro-
perty of a certain value or pay an annual
rental of a certain amount before one can
have a say in the election of members of
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another place. That is equivalent to minor-
ity rule. I hope that the proposed Bill will
drastically liberalise the franchise for thu
Upper House.

Employment and wnemployment are mat-
ters of State-wide importance. The Pre-
mier’s attitude regarding appropriation of
loan moneys for public works or assistance
to the wheat industry has my full coneur-
rence, Fowever, I do not believe that those
engaged in the wheat industry desire to be
assisted at the expense of men on part time
or actually unemployed. Such a step, though
assuredly it would not relieve the major
problems confronting the wheat industry,
would on the other band acecentuate the
present unemployment position. I hope that
conditions generally will shortly improve to
such an exient as fo enable the Government
to place all men engaged on public works on
a full-time basis. The wage earners mnow
employed on public works have certainly
borne the brunt of the depression. As re-
gards the conditions of these workers, atéen-
tion might be given to the supplying of
flooring for tents and of stretchers for men
obliged to camp on the job, more especially
in the wetter distriets during the winter
months. T know that the Government is do-
ing its utmost to engage men; but if any-
thing could be done to alleviate the condi-
tions of workers who are compelled to camp
in the serub, it would be money well spent.

This leads me to remark that the Govern-
ment’s attitude in regard to arbitration
awards and industrial agreements has been
most commendable. In its dealings with men
on public works, the Government has ob-
served the appropriate awards and agree
ments. That is in striking contrast with the
attitude adopted by the Government of
1930-33.

The Minister for Labour: Of which Mr.
Baxter, M.L.C., was a member.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have 2 vivid reeol-
lection of what took place in those years
with regard to wages and industrial eondi-
tions. One of the first aets of the then
Minister for Works, Mr. Lindsay, was to
retire from the industrial agreement that
existed between the Awustralian Workers’
Union and the Minister for Works. In a
letter to the umion, the Minister used the
word “retire”; but I have no lesitation in
asserting that the better word to apply to
his action would have been “repudiate.”’ The
agreement that had existed for some years,
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although not aectually registered in the
Arbitration Court, kad been arrived at by
negotiation and private arbitration. Tt had
been accepted by the various parties con-
cerned for some years; but in 1930, when
the National-Country Party Coalition Gov-
ernment took office, it was repudiated.
Among the many matters provided for in
the agreement was that a worker was en-
titled to one day’s holiday pay for ench
calendar month of coatinuons service. The
Government of the day overcame that ob-
stacle by breaking the service of a worker
before the calendar month expired.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is being done
to-day.

Mr. W. HEGNEY : On the contrary, the
position to-day, as the result of negotiations
with the Government, is that any worker en-
gaged upon publie works receives, if he has
worked six full days, pro rata holiday pay.
That is the difference between now and then.
The men’s service was broken prior to the
expiration of the calendar month during the
National-Country Party Government’s re-
gime, but to-day each Government worker
receives pro rata holiday pay after six days’
continnous service. That means a lot to men
in receipt of the basic wage. This hrings
to mind a statement made in another place
by an hon. member who was a Minister in
the National-Country Party Government of
1930-33. I understand I am not permitted
to mention names.

Members: Go on!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I say it ill-becomes
Mr. Baxter——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: It ill-becomes the
member representing the East Province in
another place—

Mr. Needham: Which one?

Mz, Marshall: We all know the member
referred to,

Mr. W, HEGNEY: It ill-becomes that
hon. member fo hold himself up to-day as
the champion of arbitration. The witriolie
outburst of the member of another plaee
was ill-timed -and unwarranted in view of
the performance of his Government during
its term of office.

Mr. Thorn: He seems to have goi a bite
from you.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That hon. member
has his hands pretty full at the present
time, and I do not propose to hold a post-
mortem on his attitnde bevond mentioning
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that no consistency is evidenced in the
charges he has levelled. I happen to know
of the work of some of those whom he has
thought fit to mention. As a memher of
the State Disputes Committee of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party I have been associated
with the officers concerned for 11 vears. 1
can say quite sincerely thet the men oecupy-
ing those offices have done evcrything pos-
sible to preserve industrial peace. They have
carried out their duties in a responsible
manner, and at all times have worked in the
interests of the people of the State. It
may be desirable to emphasise that point
in view of the attitude adopted by the hon.
member of another place. Certainly it is
just as well that the great bulk of the em-
ployers do not display such an obtuse men-
tal outlook on matters of this deseription as
that displayed by the member of the Legis-
lative Couneil,

I hold that the result of the recent gen-
eral elections was a manifestation of the
publie’s confidence in the soundness of La-
bour’s general poliey as pursued for some
yvears past. Despite the forces arrayed
against the Government duoring the course
of the election campaign, Labour's policy
received marked endorsement, I have no
doubt that the legislation that will be intro-
duced during the next three years will have
as its basis the welfare of the people of the
State and of industry generally. As to my
own electorate, there are, as I mentioned
at the ontset, indications of prosperous times
ahead. People in that part of the State
appreciate what the Government has done;
and in view of the faet that some Ministers
have visited my clectorate, I believe they
will take a reasonable and broadminded
view of any proposals submitted on behalf
of the Pilbara district. Personally I shall
endeavour to pay strict attention to the
business of the House. I shall adhere to the
policy upon which I was elected to this
Chamber, and shall do my best in the in-
terests of the people of Western Awustralia
generally.

MR. NORTE (Claremont) [5.6]: I wish
first of all, Mr. Speaker, to congratulate you
upon your appointment {o your present high
office. Ever since I have been s member of
this Chamber, I have noticed that those
elected to the Chair have always been men
of prominenee who have been powerful in
debate. They have possessed strong voices
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for the discharge of their duties on the floor
of the House. I have often wondered if those
attributes formed the recommendations for
Speakers who have been elected to preside
over the debates in this Chamber. I well
remember the late Hon. George Taylor, who
in his day was regarded as a sterling, cham-
pion fighter for the oppressed. Then we had
the late Hon. Thomas Walker, said to be
one of the greatest orators in the State, and
also a champion of the oppressed. I eould
follow down through the vears until I arrive
at yourself, Mr. Speaker, who have been
known as an outstanding champion of the
under-dog. I certainly begin to think that
there may be those who will sleep more
peacefully now that you, Mr, Speaker, are
in the Chair—not to mention legal practi-
tioners! Then I have in mind your deputy,
who has been appointed your Chairman of
Committees.

Mr. Needham: He is our Chairman of
Committees.

Mr. NORTH: T am sure that in future
those assoeiated with international finance
will be able to breathe mnore freely now the
member for Muarchison (Mr. Marshall) bas
been elevated to the Chairmanship of Com-
mittees. When a member is first eleeted to
a seat in this Chamber, he does not always
appreciate the importanee of the Speaker-
ship. He realises, of eourse, that Mr.
Speaker is the individual responsible for
the maintenance of law and order witlin
the precinets of the House. When I apprc-
ciate what strong attacks have been matde
by vou, Sir, upen the problems of the day,
while eongratnlating you upon your eleva-
tion to the Speakership I regretfully re-
mingd the House that we have lost a very
active fighter on hbehalf of the under-dog.

I desire to extend my congratulations to
the two new Ministers and to wish them
sueccess in their future eareers. As {o the
new members who have spoken, I think it
will be agreed generally that they have im-
pressed the Chamber with their ability and
their coolness under fire. Had I not had
some years of experience of Parliamentary
life, T would indeed feel rash in following
the member for Pilbara (Mr. W. Hegney).
Hon. members may be interested to know
that on this oceasion T have no burning ques-
tions that T wish to stress at length. From
time to time I have deall with burning ques-
tions of the day, and on oceasion I have
perhaps undoly stressed them hefore mem-
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bers. I ean remember dealing with one mat-
ter in a speech extending over two hours.
That was a shocking thing to do, and I know
the speech was altogether too long. Appre-
ciating the fact that Beethoven and ather
famous musicians composed symphonies and
sonatas that could be played through in 20
minutes although upwards of six months or
more might have been oceupied in their com-
position, I frankly admit that the time I
occupied in dealing with that particular sub-
ject was outrageons. In future I shall
endeavour to restrict my speeches to not
more than 25 minates. If we were all to
aim at the same objective, it wonld facilitate
matters considerably. Of conrse, I am quite
well aware that it would not be possible
for Ministers or leaders of parties to con-
fine their specches within that comparatively
brief period.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Or even would-be
leaders.

Mr. NORTEH : We should thereby improve
upon the conduet of Parliamentary procced-
ings, which would enable the Press to give
us better reports, and wounld be an indica-
tion of our desirec to move with the times.
These are not the days for long, ponderous
speeches full of rolling periods and wise
saws, which had their appeal in past
deeades. The rhetorical efforts of Gladstone
and other great statesmen of note in the
history of the Mother of Parliaments wovld
carry no appeal to-day, when weight docs
not attach to long speeches as in earlier
times. We now look for action and dircet
appeal, with less of what may be termed
“padding.” As a student of music to some
degree, I have often realised that even some
of the great composers have indulged in
padding, so thai we can very well refrain
from listening to many passages. Person-
ally T think it would be an excellent move
if we compressed our speeches consider-
ably.

The Minister
wish to listen
mugic ?

Mr. NORTH: That is ouite true.

Mr, Withers: Much of it goes with a
swing.

Mr. NORTH: All I know is that T do
not care to listen to swing music myself.
I do not understand why people want
music of that type, and I certainly do not
wish to swing behind the trend of moidern
music. However, there are many problems

for Mines: You would not
to a lot of the modern
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facing the world to-day, and experts are
engaged upon investigations, When first
we hear of problems, some of us are too
apt to endeavour to grapple with them
straight away. 1 was deeply interested in
the speech by the member for West Perth
{Mr. MeDonald) who addressed the House
much earlier in the debate than nusnal. He
referred to the position of men on relief
work, and his ecomments were quite ade-
quate and require no elaboration. Every
member is anxious to improve the position
of sustenance workers, That improvement
must be effecied step by step, so that all
who are suffering from the results of our
economie situation may be helped.

The member for West Perth struck a
new note when he advocated assistance for
the wheatgrowers, and later advocated the
soecialisation of ground rents. That empha-
sises the faet that the world is reaching
a stage at which there must be a definite
break-away from tradition on the part of
all parties. Such a change is inevitable if
we arc to survive. In the past I have re-
peatedly dealt with various topics affecting
our soeial system, and these included a
proposal for an exhaustive investigation of
our banking and economi¢ problems, to
which this House agreed. The maiter was
subsequently taken up in the Federal Par-
liament, and a Royal Commission was ap-
pointed. Then again I advanced the sub-
jeet of the distribution of our unsalesble
commodities. That problem is also now bhe-
ing attacked by the American Federal Gov-
ernment which has selected 13 cities in which
t0 carry out 2 number of wnvestigations.

Mr. Marshall: I think you must have
given them a lead by means of your
motion.

Mr. NORTH: My motion was not alto-
gether along the same lines, and I do not
elaim any eredit for what is happening in
Ameriea, If during this session T am silent
about certain reforms that I would like
to see instituted, it will merely be because
those subjects are now being fackled by
higher anthorities. For instance, the Com-
monwealth Royal Commission on Banking
has issued a report, but I am afraid very
few people have read it although it was
published about 18 months age. I do not
blame people for not perusing it, beeanse
it is a voluminous document. I am hop-
ing, however, that the Federal Parliament
will turn to that report more and more as
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the years go by, in order to secure a lead
from the recommendations of the Commis-
gion. The fact that so many millions can
be provided for defence so much more eas-
ily now than in the past, is an indieation
that confidence may have been established
amongst those who are eharged with the
responsibility of devising such huge
schemes invelving the expenditure of mil-
lions of pounds, and this may have arisen
from the tenor of that report. Mem-
bers will recall that two or three yeors
before that report was issned—say six years
ago from now—we could hardly find money
to feed the unemployed. Yet to-day we can
find £70,000,000 or £80,000,000 in this com-
paratively small country for defenee and
other huge schemes. So that Commission
has been useful, and will be increasingly use-
ful as the report is studied. Referring to
the disposal of surplus produce, a problem
that is now the subject of experiments in the
United States, I feel that there is no need
for me to burden this House with further
motions on that subjeect, sinee we shall be
able to learn from the first-hand experience
of that great democracy across the seas.
Furthermore, the point arises whether the
Federal Parliament is not the best body to
deal with matters of (his kind. Perhaps I
was not altogether in order in bringing the
subjeet before this House, It may be that
the Federal Parliament is the competent
anthority to decide how the disposal of sur-
plus produce should be financed. However,
I am leaving this point alone, beeanse the
subjeet has been dealt with by bigher
authorities,

The member for West Perth (Mr. Me-
Donald) menfioned another vital matter,
namely, the relations between the Federal
Government and the States. He said there
must be some drastic alteration if we are to
carry on salisfactorily as a community in
the future. I fully support that view, and
feel that if a Constitutional session is
convened in the near future mueh good
should eome from it. When I Ilcok
around the country, and observe some
of the diffienlties from which we suffer, it
seems to me that many of them are due, not
to inefficiency of eivil servants and directors
of the various departments, or of the Min-
isters controlling those departments, but to
the overlapping and hindrances that have
arisen under the Constitution, owing to the
passage of time. For instanee, Australian



106

rallway systems would have a far bet-
ter chance of success if certain altera-
tions were made in the Constitution in that
regard. No other country in the world of
our size and with our future—for we espect
to become a large industrial nafion of
40,000,000 or 50,000,000 people—would
tolerate as long as we have the continual
breaks of gange. It is obvious to all of us,
however, that while we have six States and
five or six railway systems operating and
all trying to provide a return, there will
never be a satisfactory condition of affairs.
Until there is some alteration in the Con-
stitution that will enable the States and the
Federal Government fo approach from a
more logical point of view such questions
as the saving of the tremendous cost in-
volved in the building of variegated loco-
motives, the standardisation of workshops
and similar problems, we shall never secure
the ecconomic and engineering and other
changes in the railway system that are so
badly needed,

What is the function of a member of Par-
liament? I sometimes ask myself that ques-
tion. During the last elestion I was invited
on two or three occasions to support the
candidature of my brother, who was ill-
advised to stand for election at such a stage.
His doing so placed me in an awkward posi-
tion, and aiso embarrassed my friend the
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson}, whom {
know so well. Still, the young man had his
supporters and this is a free eountry. Dur-
ing that campaign I was able to say a fow
things outside the Claremont -electorate,
which was rather a pleasant experience. I
told andiences a few facts that I never dared
to mention, or rather never had an oppor-
tunity of mentioning, in my own district.
The experienece was rather amusing. What
I said was this—and I am not going fo say
whether it applies to Claremont or not. I
was making general observations as an
ordinary supporter of a candidate, having
of course first eulogised the member for
Swan. [ took that precaution, becaunse I
think we all agree that he is one of the most
active members in this House—

The Minister for Labour: What do you
mean?

Mr. NORTH : This is the point I tried to
make, and X think there is something in it.
I said in effect, “Here we have all these
problems hefore us in the world; not merely
in Western Australia, but in other coun-
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tries. What does the average eleetor exprct
of his member? Does he want the tariff
question and the unemployment questivn
and the question of the indebtedness per
bead of the population solved? Does he
want a4 member who will attend this dox
show fo-night and that eat show to-morrow
and other functions next week and a hun-
dred and one other gatherings of that sort?
Is that what members of Parliament are
here for?’ That is what I said to my audi-
ence; but net to the Claremont electors.
1 said, “How are we to solve these huge
economic problems if we are going to spend
all our time at funections you desire us to
attend?” And they came up to it, too.
They rose to the point. They saw the posi-
tion in a minute.

Hon. P. Collier: They have been well
trained by their member,

Mr. NORTH: The world is slipping
down the abyss. Here we have Hitler strut-
ting the stage. All of us are being stam-
peded week by week. But what are we
asked to do by the publie? If I am any
jndge, we are asked to spend 75 per cent.
of our time attending funetions such as I
have mentioned. T have gloried in making
speeches of that kind outside the Claremont
electorate. T have pointed out that there are
many funelions I have not attended be-
eause 1 have been hying to study up some
of the important issnes that confront this
conntry. That may explain why I have
spoken here too long in the past. Some-
thing of importance has happened with re-
gard to these questions in other places. I
get stories from other eountries, and from
my friends in different lands; and I find
that throughout the democracies people ave
demanding that their members shoulil attend
various shows, and that as a result Parlia-
mentarians are definitely losing their grip
on the main issues. Even our logical facul-
ties are heing distracted as I shall endeavour
to demonstrate before sitting down. I elaim
that we are not able to bring to bear on our
public questions the same precise and con-
eise logie that the housewives apply to their
problems.

Hon. P. Collier: Some of them.

Mr. NORTH: This State Parliament
stands definitely between other higher autho-
rities and the electors. In this House we
are forced to be much more careful in expen-
diture than is the Federal Government,
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which has more money to spend. The Brii-
ish Government is even better off. It deals
with affairs of much greater magnitude than
our affaivs, and has far more latitude than
we. It is able to lose millions of pounds:
a great hue and cry is raised, but the whole
matter is almost forgoften the next nighi.
On the other hand, if we lose £100,000 we
feel the loss badly. But our grip on world
problems is weaker, because we have not
been able to give sufficient time to the study
of such matters. Often I have thought as I
have sat here—judt onme of the humbler
members of this Chamber; I have never
claimed to be one of the greater front-
benchers—what a great thing it would bz
for this place if such men as the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) and the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald) could
be pulled out of their legal offices and made
to give their whole time te the problems
with which we are faced. I believe we would
gain a lot more from them—much as we
gain now; for they shine whenever they
rise. But there is a vast amount of know-
ledge to be secured concerning economic
and other problems and the state of the
world to-day; and it is not possible for them
to make the necessary close study of these
matters and at the same time pay striet
attention to the professional and other duties
that engage them outside this Chamber. At
the present time people in varions countries
—notably Alberta, Sweden and New Zea-
land, and leaving aside the United States—
are conducting highly interesting experi-
ments involving a break-away from old re-
gimes.

Mr. J. Hegney: They are doing pretiy
well in Alberta.

Mr. NORTH: I am not saying at the mo-
ment whether any of these cxperiments are
right or wrong. But, whatever our politics,
we should be able to study those experi-
ments eclosely,. From a few inquiries
I have made 1 have learned some-
thing about the problems New Zealand has to
face; and things are not just as they are
stated to be in the abridged eables of the
Press. I should like to see more compre-
hensive statements of the position in that
Dominicen than we are getting. The posi
tion existing in Alberta should be closely
studied also. More facts abont these places
should be obtained. T am not sure that we
have any data on the past in Australia.
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From hearsay information I gather that
there are in Alberta some Treasury Boards
that are increasing the finances in some
degree.

Mr. Marshall: Credit houses.

Mr. NORTH: We are not told anything,
and we should know these things. Who
are we to say that our system is working
all right? I am not advocating that this
Government or any Government should
change the present system. The present
Government has been returned by the
people, and has every right to carry on ss
it has done in the last few years. But we
have a duty to our electors, and that duty
is to keep ourselves abreast of the times
and to learn what is happening in other
countries. And if we know that definite
changes are being made not only in coun-
tries with a constitution like that of New
Zealand but in provinees like Alhorta—
which is ¢losely though not entirely akin
to our own State—if we know that in such
places experiments are being tried that are
increasing trade to such a degree that
Alberta, at least, has the best record for
prosperity of any of the provinces in
(Canada, we should obtain all the informa-
tion we can and study it.

An even betfer example of progress is
Sweden. That eountry has achieved such
a measure of suecess that our own Broad-
casting Commission, which as a rule is saf-
ficiently orthodox net to encourage any
heresies in polities or administration, has
arranged for addresses to be given on the
progress of that demoeracy. The c¢laim is
that Sweden is the only country in which
democracy is operating successfully. Only
two addresses were planned. 1 heard
one of them. If hon. members care to lis-
ten in to the second talk to be given by
a man sitraight from that land, they will
learn that Sweden to-day has solved prae-
tically all the problems that still confront
us. One of the remarks made by this
gentleman was that there are no under-
nourished children in Sweden, He men-
tioned that the price of milk was
4d. a quart, delivered in a bottle at the
door. Another ifem he mentioned was the
reduction that had taken place in the
cost of electric current from 2s. to
11d. All this has been done, but not
by any change in the financial sys-
tem, or by any of the other kinds of
changes that have been advoeated in this
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House. Tt has been achieved through the
co-operative societies, a fact that would
please the member for Guildford-Midland
(Hon, W. D. Johnsonr) if he were here.
The societies did not achieve these results
by deing as the speaker elaimed the co-
operative societies in Ausiralia did, namely
by charging the same prices as outside
firms and providing better dividends for
those in the societies, but by reducing
prices to such an extent that goods are
almost given away, and making only a
very small profit—something like a penny
in the pound. In this way outside firins
have been compelled to bring their prices
down to a reasonable level. He showed
that one of the results of this change was
that in Sweden, with its population of a few
millions, the national debt was equal only
to the interest on our national deht for two
years. That country is getiing along very
well.

Mr. J. Hegney: Is not your 25 minutes
up?

Mr. NORTH: Very soon. We shonld
have information of this kind. Instead of
diseussing nebulous matters we might, if
possessed of the necessary information, find
a simple solution for our troubles awaiting
us around the corner. I should like to see
the Government use its newly appointed
board, under the Ministry for Industry, as
a bureau of information, with a view to ob-
taining unbiassed reports of the various
democracies with which experiments are now
being made. We might at very little cost
to ourselves contribute largely towards an
improvement in the system of governing anl
administering the affairs of the ecountvy,
without having to lose any face. As things
are at the moment reformers are not required
in Western Australiz. That is proved hyv
election after election. This is a verv eon-
servative rountry, and we believe in lraving
things as they are.

In the course of his remarks on one ccea-
sion the member for West Perth (Mr. Me-
Donald) said he was very interested in what
was going on in New Zealand. He wished
the people there all the luck in the world,
but added, “Thank God these things are
not heing tried in Western Anstralia.” That
is a logical aftitude to take up. We have all
our experiments ahead of us. We need only
apply the experiments to ourselves in theso
instances where they have been successful.
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What a happy position we are in! If when
I joined the House 15 years ago I ¢conld have
foreseen how things would turn out, I could
have saved myself a lot of time and many
evenings spent in this Chamber. None of
us could foresee what would happen.

Mr. Cross: Are you not going to talk
about trolley buses in Claremont?

Mr. NORTH: We¢ may make many mis-
takes in our early speeches. I am no excep-
tion, and plead guilty to having made many
mistakes. It is remarkable how things come
out in politics when one works for them.
I remember nervously making a maiden
speech some 13 years ago, when the new
Labhour Government had eome strongly into
office. The member for Boulder (Hon. P.
Collier) was waiting to jump upon me and
cross-question me. I talked ahout the Collie
power scheme, secondary indusiries, and
nervously made a number of nebulous re-
marks such as members do make in the early
stages of their Parliamentary earcer. One
thing I remember clearly, and that was in
1924, advocating in Claremont that a tem-
porary wooden bridge should be ereeted over
the Swan River until a permanent steel bridge
could be built. Now, 15 years later, the
bridge is actually nearing completion. This
shows how wrong 1 was in thinking as I
did that the old bridge would -collapse
with the first biz motor bus or lorry that
passed over it. The strneture has stood all
tests. Tt has carried us through, and we
are stil! using it. This shows how wrong
we can be in our judgment.

Mr., Withers: You had better have the new
one pulled down.

Mr. NORTH: It is almost completed, and
will serve all purposes. It all goes fo prove

how we may exaggerate problems that
eonfront us, and how easily those
problems are smoothed out as time
marches on. I will not weary the

House by dealing with local requirements.
I shall have an oppertunity by means of
questions and the necessary motions to deal
with sueh matters. When we come to deal
with motions, of course we give way fo the
member for Subinco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver).
Possibly T shall find myself supporting her
in some of the motions she intends to sub-
nit.

I have not vet touched upon one of
the main points T desired to stress.
We have been practically dragzed off our
feet by zcalous electors who wished us to
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attend dog shows, flower shows and other
shows, with the result that we may have
neglected world problems, T admit that
as things have turned out, we have
not to worry about them so mueh, be-
eause something very signifieant has come
about. Many people say that those who
manage the finances of the country should
govern the country. I have always under-
stood that finance was government and gov-
ernment was finance. It may be truein part
that those who control eredit have a lot to
do with the control of governments. There
is also another foree in the world, the foree
of science and engineering, that is ever-
growing and coming more into prominence.

We have, however, a third force that is
perhaps of even greater impertance. Mem-
bers know the cld saying, “The hand tbat
rocks the cradle rules the world.” The
ladies are definitely taking in hand the ques-
tion of governing the country. They do not
like this perpetual talk of war, unemploy-
ment, misery, starvation, and debt. What
are they doing? Without any fnss, with-
ont attending our meetings, they are mercly
keeping down the birth rate fo sueh an ex-
tent as not to maintain the population. This
15 a silent and simple method of eontrolling
Covernments. So long as the ladies were
doing their job in the old way, and popnla-
tion was slightly increasing, Governments
could go on taxing the people and raising
loans. Always enough babies were coming
along to keep the population large cnough
50 that the dent per head would be reason-
able, and people eonld breathe under if.
Sinee I have been in the Chamber the in-
debtedness per head of the population has
increased from £140 to £203. T ofien mark
my dates by the rise in the debt per head
of the population, One reason for this is
that babies are not eoming forward so num-
erously as they did, and another is that
scientists and engineers, who hitherte have
largely kept out of politics, are now taking
a hand in them. Rarely did an engineer
associate himself with polities. But these
professional and secientific gentlemen have
suddenly become frightened. They have dis-
covered what is going on, that the ladies are
taking a hand, and that the species is not
reproducing itself.

The result of all these happenings is that
the British Assceiation of Science has met,
and decided to inquire into how the impact
of secience on society may be dealt with.
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They say that science and engineering are
bringing us inio a condition of chaos, and
that members of Parliament, who are occu-
pied so much at funetions, are not able to
give the time they wounld like to devote to
these questions, The British Association of
Science intends to take evidence with a view
to discovering why it is that our system is
failing, why markets are failing, and why
all these other troubles have come upon us.
Thus a new aventie for investigation has
been opened, and through it evidence can
be given to show what is wrong and why it
is wrong. My hope is that the Government
will send as evidence to the association a
copy of the report on Youth Employment.
1 should also be glad if it could be arranged
to send to the body in question the findings
of the report of the Federal Royal Commis-
sion on Banking. The association comprises
one of the most august bodies within the
British Empire. We all know it by name,
and probably have read many of the ad-
dresses that have heen given before it.
Through its aetivities we may vet ascertain
why society is erumbling and why things are
as they ave. I hope, at any rate, that the
findings of this association “will not be
pigeon-holed, as usually happens to reports
of Royal Commissions.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.42]: 1
congratulate vou, Sir, upon your election to
the - Speakership.  Your apprenticeship as
Chairman of Committees will serve you in
good stead. 0ld members will be confident
that you will always be impartial, fair
and jost in your administration of the
affairs of this Chamber, I also desire to
congratulate the two new Ministers. Judg-
ing from the prospects that lie ahead of
Western Australia and the Commonwealth
I sheuld say their task will be burdensome.
Their lot will not be very bright. They
will have a difficult task to perform and
many problems to deal with. My congratu-
lations are also exiended to the new mem-
bers. There was a time when I was a new
member. This is my seventh term, which
means that T have had the opportunity to
take part in debates similar te this on
cighteen different oceasions. Prohably as
with most new members, I came into the
House full of hope, very enthusiastie, and
confident that threugh the medium of the
Parliamentary institotion we could secure
the happiness and welfare of the people.
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I really believed that. 1 thought, too, that
the Crown was the only authority that
could manufacture and control money. On
both these points I have been sadly dis-
illusioned. From having been confident
and enthosiastic I have now reached the
point of sadness. I take the view that it
iz hopeless to do very much for the wel-
fare of the people as the Parliamentary
instifution stands at present. Parliament
is not the authority that manufactures and
controls money; only to a limited degrec
is that so. If one wants to know anything
about the welfare or happiness or the pros-
perity of the people, any parliamentarian,
unless he is blind, can look around for him-
self and see, not happiness and prosperity,
but poverty, misery and degradation.
These confront him at every turn and it
proves that up to the present time we have
failed dismally in our responsibilities to
the people.

Hon. P. Collier: The whole system iz
wrong.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member may
be quite right, but what I wish to imply is
that the faets are there. If we go back
spme years, we c¢an claim that we then had
more prosperity and happiness than exist
to-day. I respectfully suggest that between
the period 1920 to 1930 we had muceh more
happiness and a great deal more comfort
than exist to-day. And so I contend I am
right when I say that I have been sadly
disillusioned, that the misery that con-
fronts us to-day is deplorable in the ex-
treme and indiestes the failure of Parlia-
ment to give effeet to the wishes of the
people. The community as a whole does
pot ask for impoverishment; it does not
seek social adversity, but Parliament per-
mits these conditions to exist. Althourh we
are pleased to ecall this democracy, I sug-
gest it i1s democraey upside down, because
we are a Parliament that gives to the
people whut they do not want and denies
them that which they require. The Leader
of the Opposition and other speakers who
have contributed to the debate, including
the two new members, I frankly confess
have made very few claims on the Treas-
ury; they have asked for only small con-
cessions, which may have a favourable
chance of being considered in due course.
The Leader of the Oppusition, and in a big
measure the Leader of the National Party,
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put forward proposals to which the Gov-
ernment might give eonsideration regard-
tng the alleged grievance of a certain see-
tion of the community. They referred to
the deplorable state of the farmers and
wasted the time of this Chamber by asking
the Government to perform the impossible.
Have there not been conferences held
throughout the Commonwealth on this
question? And have there not been
conferences from time to time of
people representative of the whole world,
without there being any fruitful out-
come? In England, in Switzerland, and in
Germany and almost every civilised country,
conferences of an internafional character
have been called to disenss the farmers’
problems. With what result? With no re-
sult at all; and if we are frank and honest
with the people we represeat, we will tell
them that the result of those econferenees has
been nil. We must therefore look for the
cause of the adversity. The Leader of the
Opposition suggested the other evening that
the Acting Premier should take a guarter of
a million from the finaneial emergency tax
to give relief to the farmers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Can you tell me in
what way he spends that money?

Mr. MARSHALL: The Acting Premier
can present his own case. Can the Leader
of the Opposition tell me whether he is
aware that any money that comes into’ the
possession of the Treasuver or his Minislers
is not actually spent?

Hon. C. G. Latham: They spend it very
foolishly.

Mr, MARSHALL: 1t is a deplorable state
of affairs, and I might say, without being
offensive, it reaches the point of stupidity
when we find leaders of parties prefending
that they could do a lot better if they were
in oceupation of the Treasury benches. They
imply that if they were in power they would
be the salvation of Western Australia. I
have facts that ¥ can present to the Chamber
that can disprove that. Look at New South
Wales, which has been experiencing for
s0me years past the administration of a
National Government.

Mr. J. Hegney: National-Country Party.

Mr, MARSHALL: What is the difference
between the two? As the Cornishman would
say, “If there is any difference, there he
none at all.”

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have no right to
reflect on another Government.
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Mr. MARSHALL: Tt is no use the Leader
of the Opposition attempting to divide the
community by stating that their enemies are
in the rank and file of Labour. We might
Just as well tell the farmers that they are the
enemies of the industrialists. It is because
of this attempt to divide the community that
the real Shylock is able to rule. The real
enemy does his work while we get the com-
munity o concentrate on something that is
infinitesimal, and so we leave the major
questions alone. Can the Leader of the
Opposition name anything that has not
brought about slowly but surely the impov-
erishment of the people? We cannot go on
in that way; we have too much poverty and
too much misery in our midst to argue that
if there were a change of Government, the
welfare of the people would be better
catered for. We know that that is utterly
impossible, and that the impossibility arises
from the shortage of finance. It is in
consequence of this, as I said in my opening
remarks, that I am disillusioned with regard
to the fact that the Government or the Crown
is not the only authority that manufactures
and controls money. If members were free
and frank with themselves, and gave a few
moments’ consideration to the subject, they
would find that al]l that the Government or
the Crown manufactures in the way of
money as legal fender constitutes 1 per cent.
of the medium of exchange which takes
place in the whole of the commercial life of
the Commonwealth, leaving the other 99 per
eent. to be both manufactured and controlled
by private institutions. We shounld realise
that gradually and surely, for years past,
there has been 2 determined attempt to take
from the Crown its sovereignty. I can state
frankly that in my opinion no Government
is ruling this country to-day; it is being
ruled by an unseen kand. Would I be im-
pudent enough to suggest that the present
Government has not given effect to the La-
bour Party’s policy and platform? If the
Treasurer is not giving effect to our policy,
whose policy is it? The policy of high
finance, the hand behind the scene, the in-
dividual wha takes no responsibility but
who, through the medinm of exchange,
assumes complete eontrol of all Govern-
ments, as the New Zealand Government is
aware by now. If our poverty is due to the
lack of purchasing power of the people,
therein must lie the problem that is left for
us to solve. That, to me, appears to be the
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only problem Parliament need consider. It
is true that this Parliament has forfeited
its right as far as the monetary system is
concerned, but I suggest that we have a
responsibility to our electors, and if we
can find the cause of the evil that
appears in our midst, we are entitled as
the people’s representatives to expose it, to
declare to the people the actnal truth of the
position, and it is that we are in debt to
the extent of £1,272,000,000. To that we
are adding each year between £40,000,000
and £45,000,000, and from every pound col-
lected in taxation 10z, 9d. or 11s. goes out in
interest payments. I make no ecomplaint
about that, but I ask whether we as indi-
vidnals eonld perpetnally live by berrowing ?
We conld not possibly do it individually
and therefore we eannot do it as a nation.
We must look for some solution. I have no
complaint to make whatever with regard to
the banks as such; they are useful as a
repository for people’s valuables and paying
out money for expediting the business of the
commercial community. To that end the
banks serve a useful purpose. What I do
take exeeption to is that they usurp the
Crown’s authority, and manufacture money.
They have the control of the issue of publie
eredit; in other words, they have taken eom-
plete authority away from the Government.
An example of their control is the Loan
Council, to which the Premiers of the States
must go to find the wherewithal to enable
the States to exist. I am sorry, Bir, but
I have heard members of Parliament make
a statement, or ask a question, which implies
that they are not yet disillusioned as to the
main cause of onr social and economic drift.
The statement or question referred to im-
plies an entire ignorance of the subjeet of
credit. Clearly, the people must be in a
hopeless position while such men are repre-
senting them in Parlament. The question
1 refer to T observe in the newspaper prac-
tically every day, or at all events when the
Press considers it advisable to write up some
article dealing with monetary reform. The
question repeatedly asked in such article is,
“Where is the money to come from¥’ The
statement I refer to is, “You ean never get
something out of nothing.” Unfortunately,
people forget or are ignorant of the faect
that the writer of such artieles is a well-paid
person. He receives a very high premimn
for his articles. No one can blame him; be,
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like all gther persons, is suffering from eco-
nomic pressure, and therefore must bow to
the dietation of those who employ him. He
must write the policy of those who engage
and pay him. He could, if he wished, follow
the dictates of his conscience and write a
most logical argument for the other side, but
for that he would not be paid a high pre-
mium; be would he met with instant dis-
missal if he dared to do it.

Consider the first question, “Where is the
money to come from%’ I answer it by ask-
ing another question, “Where has the money
come from?”’ Australia owes £1,272,000,000.
We have assets, public and private com-
bined, to the extent of £7,000,000,000. I am
speaking no v in Commonwealth terms. W2
have those assets and we have that debt.
TWhere has { .« money come from? We have
only £55,000,000 of legal tender in all Ans.
traha. Whoere, therefore, has the money
come from to enable us to ereate assets to
the value of £7,000,000,000, while owing
£1,272,000,0007 Where has the money come
from? Banks: created credit. That is all,
The question js easily answered. The hanks
have used the capacity of this country to
produce poods and services of that value,
and have issued ¢redits against it. By that
very act, the banks have got something out
of nothing, and have made a huge profit.
What does it cost & hank to issue credit?
Again I suggest that a large section of the
community and many members of Parlia-
ment still foolishly believe, or live under the
impression, that when a Government goes on
the market for a loan, it borrows monecy in
the real sense of the word “moncy,” whereas,
in reality, nothing of the kind ocenrs. The
underwriters mercly add the amount which
they propose to underwrite in their ledgers,
and give the Government eredit to the limit
g0 written in. So the banks have ereated
something, have made something out of no-
thing, by merely adding figures in their
ledgers. I think the member for Pingelly
(Mr. Seward) has often made such entries
in bank ledgers.

Mr. Seward: T do not know.

Mr. MARSHALL: He probably was often
called upen to write such figures in ledgers,
as he has been a ledgerkeeper in banks. The
argument that the borrower never went to
the bank and took out legal tender

Mr. Seward: Did not he?
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Mr. MARSHALL: He did nothing but
walk out of the bank with n chegue-book in
his pocket.

Mr. Me¢Donald: He could have taken cash.

Mr, Seward: What happened to the
cheques?

Mr. MARSHALL: He could npot take
cash: or, rather it would depend solely
upon the amount of loan that was granted
him, because no one knows better than
the Leader of the National Party that
if every individual who has deposited moncy
in 8 bank ealls at the bank at the same time
and demands the money he has deposited,
the bank would be unable to pay.

Mr, MeDonald: We all know that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Even the Leader of
the National Party admits the money is not
there. In passing, I compliment the Leader
of the National Party upon his argument
about the non-alienation of Crown land. It
meets with my entire approval, as was well
said by the member for XNorth-East Fre-
mantle (Mv. Tonkin), and clearly indieates
that at last there is an awakening in the
National Party. The member for West
Perth is the first Nationalist in Parliament
who has been so frank on that important
subject. As he is the Leader of the Party,
ne doubt he is speaking on behalf of those
around and bebind him, Iis utterance in-
dicates clearly that his party is beginning
to realise the importance of the non-aliena-
tion of Crown lands,

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think you own a
piece of freehold,

My, MARSHALL: I believe I do.

Hon. C. G. Latham: So do 1.

Mr., MARSHALL: I am not mueh con-
cerned whether it is freehold, leasehold, or
held by the Crown, so long as I can keep my
tenancy and use the land to the best pur-
pose.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You arc pretty safe
if you have the frechold.

Mr. MARSHALL: Getting back to my
subjeect when the memher for West Perth
interjected, I say the banks do not lend
money. They are creators of eredit. They
use publie eredit, which should be the sole
prerogative of the Crown. We have had
many arguments in this Chamber regarding
the ownership of various factories which
supply the complex demands of the com-
munity. I know the Oppeosition regards
State-owned industries as anathema, The
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eontention of the Opposition is that the
State should own practieally nothing,

Hon. C. G, Latham: We have got the
Commonwealth Bank, if we like to use ijt.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. I can tell the
hon. member about the Commonwealth Bank.
Let me inform the Leader of the Opwposi-
tion—

Hon. C. G, Latham: Don’t shake your
finger at me!

Mr. MARSHALL: Just let me remind the
Leader of the Opposition that it was his
great and able leader in the Federal sphere,
Sir Earle Page, who introduced legislation
making the Commonwealth Bank practically
useless. TFollowing the dictates of Stanley
M. Bruce, Sir Farle Page has, as I have
said, rendered the Commonwealth Bank al-
most yseless. So it is no good the Leader
of the Opposition putting that over. I have
bere the report of the Commonwealth Bank,
but before quoting from it I desire to em-
phasise the fact that banks to-day ereate
something out of nothing. They have made
huge profits and impoverished every country
in the world in the process. There is no
doubt about that. In case my argument on
the point does not convince members, I shall
quote aunthorities, writers and students of
economies whose opiuions ean be accepted
by all.

Mr. McDonald: Leave oul Mr. McKenna.

Mr. MARSHALL: I shall not gquote Mr.
McKenna thig time, although that gentleman
is no Labour supporter. He has written and
stated faets for the people to take hold of
and use, but the people have not done so.
He has told peoplie repeatedly of the canse
of their poverty and misery. He is an
authority on the snbjeet of finance and has
warned people again and again of the tfer-
rific power and authority that the banks
hold over them. He argues that the hanks
role the destinies of the nations. Yet we
have the leaders of the parties in Opposition
telling the supporters of the Labour Gov-
ernment thaf if they are returned to power
everything will he all right. We can, how-
ever, look in vain for a leader in the whole
world of any pelitical colour who has sue-
ceeded in high finance. There has not been
one, and never will be.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Then what is the
use of your lecturing us?

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no hope what-
ever of convincing the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. I might inform him of this, too, that
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I consider there is no hope for the unfor-
tunate wretebes whom he represents, until
he changes his views.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You say it is impos-
sible; you said so just now.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is impossible for
individuals single-handed.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is better.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have not heard the
Leader of the Opposition eomplaining about
the indebtedness of the farmer, except in
such a way as to try to place the burden
upon the taxpayer generally. He knows
himself, as he implied by interjeetion, that
if necessary the Commonwealth Bank can
issue credits to relieve the farmer.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: T desire to quote auth-
orities upen this subject of ereating some-
thing out of nothing, authorities whose
pronouncements may be accepted as being
more authentic than any untterances 1 may
make. Why hon. members have not given
consideration to the writings of these
authorities, so that they may be abhle bet-
ter to understand the position and thus
serve the interests of this State more effi-
ciently, I do not know. However, let e
quote these authorities, T do not think
one member in this Chamber will doubt that
each and everyone of these men is qualified
to write and speak on this subjeet. First,
I would quote the 14th edition of the
Eneyclopaedia Britannica, which states—

Banks create credit. Tt is a mistake to
suppose that bank eredit is ereated to any
important extent by the payment of money
into the banks. A loan made by a bank is a
clear addition to the amount of money in the
community,

That is qunite clear to every individual,

Hon. C. G. Latham: We know that.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is bank-created
credit; that is where the money is coming
from.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You told us before
that there was not sufficient money to pay
debts owing to people.

Mr. MARSHALL: T do not wish to link
up the two points. The point I am trying
to emphasise is that the Crown is not the
sole authority that manufactures money
and that every loan made by a bank is a
distinet addition to the money in eircula-
tion. And it is created out of nothing.
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That is & function that is being performed
by private banks, which have reduced the
power of the Crown. The Crown and the
Crown alone should be the authority to
ereate and use this exedit. It is dune fo
this fact that we now find ourselves in the
invidious position of having to eontinue
borrowing in order to exist. Upon each
and every borrowing we must go to the
people and impose taxation upon them to
service the debt incurred. Graduvally but
surely we are getting further into debt
and taxation must, of course, increase with
the increased debt. The more we take out
of the people’s pockets, the greater the
degree of poverty do we ereate. Here are
the remarks of another authority, H. D.
McLeod who, writing in ‘“The Theory and
Praciice of Banking” states—

The essential and distinetive feature of a
bank and a banker is to create and issue
eredit payable on demand, and this eredit is
intended to be put into cireulation and serve
all the purposes of money. A bank, there-
fore, is not an office for the borrowing and
lending of money; but it is & manofactory of
credit. Tn the langnage of banking a deposit
and an issue are the same thing.

Then we have Davenport who, in his *‘Eco-
nomies of Enterprise” states—

Banks de not lend their deposits but, hy
expansion of credits, create deposits.

Mr, J. M. Keynes, the economist, says—

There ¢an be no doubt that all depusits nre

created by the banks.
Finally, Mr. 1!, G. Hawtrey, assistant sec-
retary to the Brilish Treasury, in his
““Trade Depression and the Way out,”’
says—

When a bank lends, it creates money ont
of nothing.

They are not my utterances, They are the
opinions of men who have given deep,
keen and enthusiasiic thought to this sub-
jeet. Their statements are unchallengeable.
They are authorities on the subjeet and )
do not think one member will chal-
lenge their right to give a definite,
exact and correct expression of opinion on
the maiter of banks creating something out
of nothing and showing a profit in the pro
<€ess,

There is only one more point with which
1 wish to deal and 1 shall then resume my
sent, because I desire to follow the good
example set by the member for Claremont
{(Mr. North). There is a section of the
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community that foolishly accepts state-
ments that appear in the Press; but the
Press is owned and controlled by the fin-
ancial oligarchy, and it gives expression
to the views of the financial interests.
They pay premiums to men capable of
writing up their viewpoint. People fool-
ishly aceept all they see in the Press as
being the correct theory on this sabject.
In other words, they are foolish enough to
support and give effact to a practice that
must ultimately land them in a greater
degree of poverty than they are experienc-
ing to-day. The statement is this: that
you ean only increase the volume of money
in eirculation by using the printing press.
But how much has the printing press been
used over the last 30 years? Very little
indeed. I tell members distinetly that
money can come from the same source:
eredif can be obtained on the same hasis.
But it must be done by the Crown itself;
no individual has a right to impoverish this
country by usurping the authority and right
of the Crown,

Hon. members can make their sugges-
tions. The member for Sobiaco—and I am
with her—can plead with this Government
to provide free milk for children of par-
ents on the lower-ineome rung. We can
zo on finding every instrumentality in a de-
plorable state of disrepair. We can con-
tinue to find inefficiency the order of the
day. Our rolling stock, which iz an asset
to the State, is in a damnable condition.
These things can continue to be, because
there is no money. And the best the Gov-

ernment will be able to do will be
to reduece fthe purchasing power of
the people by taking money ount of

their pockets by way of taxation to
service the debt. We have to continue to
borrow under this system; we must do so
beecause of the system. Borrowing is in-
herent in the system. We cannot escape
from it. Until the national bank of this
Commonwealth takes eontrol of public credit
and utilises it in the direection that was in-
tended in the first place, all the pleading of
the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the National Party and those behind me
who want a water supply—all their pleadings
will be in vain because we are gradually but
surely increaging the national debt which, in
turn, only impoverishes the Treasury and
the people.



[15 Auvcusr, 1939.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: Germany and Austria
and Russia were not too suceessful when
they were operating under the system you
are talking about.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the Leader of the
Opposition tead the history of the recent
trouble hetween Germany and Great Britain,
he would find that both Hitler and Mussolini
departed from the orthodex method of
finance. They could have succeeded and
would have succeeded, but high finance called
a halt, beeause it derived no profit from the
process. High finance threatened Hitler and
that really was the cause of all the trouble.
The trouble persisted until Hitler returned
to orthodox methods of trade and finance
and used money created by the banks from
which those banks derived a huge profit.

Hon. C, G. Latham inferjected.

Mr, MARSHALL: We could go on dis-
cuzsing this matter by way of interjection.
Of course this has been going on for years.
Germany has not been trading with us for
years. Why? Is it not becanse Germany
has become impoverished?

Hon. C. G. Latham: No, becanse they have
wanted to supply goods that we ean manu-
facture ourselves.

Mr. MARSHALL: That may be so.
There are all sorts of anomalies, but these
must be expected when every country in
recent years has been gradually but surely
shutting its doors {o the importation of
goods from other countries and at the same
time demanding that other eountries take
its exports. There has been a sommercial
war going on all that time. With nations
becoming self contained, they do not wish to
import from other countries, and this is all
due fo the rotten monetary system that has
impoverished us as well as other eountries.
Until we turn over and resort to anm un-
orthodox method and use the national bank
for the purpose of equaling money to the
needs of producing and consuming goods
and services, until an equation is established,
we shall have hungry children, ill-clad
children, ill-housed children, and the number
of unemployed will be increased, not re-
duced, because Governmenis cannot com-
mand the requisite money. Governments
have no contro! over the money and the
banks dictate the terms. We have infant
children and prospective mothers, ill-fed, ill-
clothed, and ill-housed, an instance of which
was brought under potice in Money-street,
Perth, recently—three unfortunate little
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girls starving, six sleeping in one bhed, a
deplorable state of affairs in 2 country that
can produce everything needed and requires
only a satisfactory medinum of exchange.
People are foolish enough to accept the
statoment that while science bas done so
much to help humanity, experts do not exist
who can give us a monetary system that will
make possible the enjoyment hy every in-
dividual of the bounteous gifts that Provi-
dence has made availahle,

In this Chamber years ago I foreshadowed
that anpther depression was inevitable. It
is here, Again attempts ave made to delude
the people into believing that there is a
cyele, termed a trade cvele, implying that the
community consumes more or less than it did
ten years age. What a ridieulous theory to
submit to the people! But it is dobe and done
succeasfully. TUnder the present banking
systom we are told that only a certain
amount of credit ¢an be issued. The banks
then call a halt and test the temper of the
taxpayers to ascertain whether they are
willing to pay higher taxation. On this
oceasion defenee requirements ave being used
as the exeuse, and thus the people have
been prepared to accept higher taxation. The
Prime Minister, Mr. Menzies, has warned
us that higher taxation is necessury to meet
defence needs. On every oceasion some
catch-cry is found to tickle the ears of the
people or work upon their passions and thus
reduce their standard of living in order to
serviee the publie debt and pay interest om
something that belongs to the people—some-
thing that should never have been allowed
to pass into the hands of private individuals.
The banks make something out of nothing
and on the transaction show a huge profit.
If flood, drought, earthquake or some other
catastrophe occurred and impoverished this
country, we could attribute it to misfortnne,
but this country ean produce and is pro-
ducing goods in abundance and all that is.
necessary is a proper medium of exchange.
Until some aiteration is brought about I
shall not refrain from complaining of the
private ownership of publie credit.

MR. BSHEARN (Maylands) [7.43}:
Although my reference may be somewhat
belated, may I he permitted to associate
myself with the congratulations extended to
you, Mr. Speaker, upon vour elevation to
that honourable position. With previous
speakers, I believe that you, from your years
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of experience as Chairman of Committees,
will bring to bear upon the duties of yonr
new office all that wisdom and tolerance dis-
played by you while conducting the business
in Committee, I extend my congratulations
to the member for Murchison (Mr. Mar-
shall) on his appointment as Chairman of
Committees, Under his code of discipline,
obviously we are to have very few interjee-
tions in Committee. I believe that he, too,
has already learnt something of the need for
harmeny in conducting the business of this
Chamber. I ecan say with equal sin-
cerity that the speech of the member for
Mount Magnet (M. Triat), though neces-
sarily short, struck a refreshing and forti-
fying note in the circumstances in which we
find ourselves. His reference to the eondi-
tion of the farmers and his solicitation for
the industries of the State must have eom-
mended themselves to every member and to
all thinking people in our midst. The fact
that the matter of the defence of Anstralia
was placed foremost in His Excellency’s
Speeeh and that the Government has indi-
cated its desire to co-operate with the Fed-
eral Government is commendable. What-
ever may be our individual ideas on certain
phases, we must, in the main, admit the
necessity for Australia’s heing adequately
protected against emergency and, to this
end, the eo-operation of this and other State
Governments is imperative. The ready
acquicscence of the Government to meet the
desires of the Commonwealth in this direc-
tion must meet with the approval of every
member.

T hope it iz not too mueh to expect that
a similar spirit of eo-operation will charaec-
terise this session during the discussion of
the various serious matters that affect ns
locally, Although the Opposition is sup-
posed to oppose (Government efforts, the
position in which we in Western Australia
find ourselves—and the same remark applies
to Aunstrnlia as a whole—calls for and will
evoke from the Opposition in this House the
cordial eco-operation that the QGovernment
might reasonably expeet when dealing with
the extraordinary econditions that exist to-
day. T am pleased to note, regarding the
nnemployment question, that the Govern-
ment has <et about instituting an inquiry
that we are led to hope will give sperial
attention to a reasonahle adjustment of the
existine unsatisfactory zocial conditions of
the part-time worker. The conditions that
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have prevailed for a considerable time in
the matter of country work certainly have
teft much to be desired, and 1 am pleased to
learn that the Government, recognising this
unsatisfactory state ot affairs, is about to
do somcthing lo alleviate those conditions.
Some better means of rostering the work
should be devised so that particularly mar-
ried men with young children might be given
a better opportunity personally to protect
the welfare of their families. In my distriet
instances of this kind have come under
notice, and after investigation we have Leen
satisfied that the system of taking men away
from their homes for lengthy periods and
of leaving the children of differing ages to
the mother to look after is, under present
economic eonditions, not condueive to the
welfare of home life nor to the intevests of
the children themselves. I am pleased that
the Government intends to do something in
this direction.

Later on in the session we shall probably
be given information of a direct character
with respeect to these people, and I will there-
fore pass on to another subject. The plight
of the countless nnmber of unemployed
vouths has been under disenssion for some
time, both in this State and in other parts
of the Commonwealth., As yet no conerete
proposals or schemes dealing definitely with
the problem scem to have bheen evolved for
the elimination of the blind-alley employ-
ment of lads under 21. This serious prob-
lem has been tackled by varions organiza-
tions with differing results, but no tangible
effort has heen made by any Government in
Australia appropriately to solve the prob-
lem, or discharge its vesponsibilities, The
ronfercnee which recently commenced will,
T trust, evolve some scheme so that the plight
of these men, their hopelessness attendant
upon present-day conditions, may be im-
proved. Some scheme must he framed to
provide a solution of this difficult problem.
The present sitnation means that young fel-
lows get into a temporary unskilled or semi-
skilled position, and when they reach the age
of 21 they are quietly set aside for cheaper
lahour. Members in the metropolitan area
will know what an utterly hopeless task it
is to provide emplovment for vouths who
have heen thrown out of wark under exist-
ing eonditions. I hope the conference to
which T have referred will continne ite de-
liherations until, with the co-operation of
the Federal and State Governments of Aus-
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tralia, some scheme is evolved that will de-
finitely mean the acceptance by Governments
of their responsibilitics, and that a solution
of the problem will be found wherehy these
youths mayv become decent citizens, skilled
in their occupations, and may take up their
rightful and proper place in the community,
whether in Western Australia or some other
part of the Commonwealth,

The question of voeational training and
employment on a national seale must form
part of any scheme that is brought into
being. The promise of a review of the ap-
prenticeship system will commend itself to
all. From our experience of modern condi-
tions, we know that something of a prae-
tieal nature muost be done. There is a ten-
deney to regard apprentices as cheap labonr-
ers instead of as young people whose prae-
tical and techmnieal work shounld be so bhal-
anced as to enable them to become skilled
and aceredited tradesmen in whatever trade
they ultimately find themselves. The alveady
laree army of unemployed is bad enongh
without our having the spectacle of all these
youne fellows whose plight, wnder existing
conditions, is so hopeless.

Mr. Marshall: Thovsands of unemployed
that we do not know of are unregistered.

Mr. SHEARN: Yes. The Government
has no definite knowledge of them because,
for various reasons, they are not actually
rewistered. One fears to contemplate how
many people are in the position cither of
heinz unemployed or heing unemployable.
The problem as it is known to us is serious
enough to demand that the apathy which
has appertained to Federal and State Gov-
eraments for some years should be realised
and something of a concrete nature done to
alleviate the position,

As one whe supported the Minister for
Industries in his cfforts last vear, in con-
nection with the Bill dealing with secondary
industries, T am pleased to know that at last
something tangible is about to be done.
I feel sure that what the Minister proposes
to do, and the publicity already given to
some features of his scheme, will materially
improve the position. Although some people
would =say that for many rcasons the scheme
will be impracticable, it is within my own
knowledge that as a resuit of the activities
already made manifest, at least one new in-
dustry is likely to start in this State at any
time. Y feel sure that the cnthusiasm of the
Minister, and those associated with him in
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an honorary eapacity upoen the various com-
mittees that have heen appointed or are yet
to be appointed, will lead to an improvement
in the position, and be the means of attract-
ing the attention of FEastern States manu-
facturers to the possibilities of development
in this State. Ineidentally, I lrust this will
lead to an increased eonsumption of local
goads, concerning which we have yet to
adopt an adequate edocational policy. The
member for Mt. Magnet {(Mr. Triat) pointed
to the absoluie nceessity for much more
loyalty on the part of our citizens towards
local produets. When one realises that many
goods produced in this State find a ready
market in the Eastern States, one finds it
extraordinary that they do not attraet simi-
lar attention in this State. The Minister
may look for the support of every member
of the Opposition in his efforts to promote
the introduction of new industries and the
expansion of those already in existence.

A matter of considerable importanee to
residents of the metropolitan area is the
storm water question. In my distriet, as in
many others, hecause of the unprecedented
rains, a position has arisen which ordinarily
would not exist. When the Government sets
about the installation of a storm +water
drain in any given area, the local authority
is expected simultaneously to provide the
subsidiary drainage. Many local anthorities
find, beeanse they did not know about the
main installation, thal the subsidiary drain.
age becomes diffienlt to finance. Several
such instaneces exist concerning which more
will he heard in the near future, because
for financial reasons these loeal anthorities
found themselves unable to meet the cost of
the immediate installation of subsidiary
drains. For the saske of the distriets con-
cerned I hope some thought will be given
to cvolving a eomprehensive plan, so that,
when a storm-water drain is contemplated the
loeal authority concerned and the Govern-
ment department may eco-operate more
closely. By such means it will he possible
tc arrange for the installation of such sub-
sidiary drainage as is required simultan-
eously with the major undertaking, and give
the local authority an opportunity to pre-
pare for the scheme as a whole, an oppor-
tunity which under present conditions is
invariably denied to it. That is possible and
desirable, The position, it muost be realised is
most unfair to the man who may select a
home in a loeality with which he is not en-
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tirely familiar, and suddenly discovers his
home to have been rendered partly useless
throngh the invasion of flood waters. In
many portions of the metropolitan area that
iz the case to-day. Certainly the areas af-
fected are not large, but great inconveni-
ence is cansed. There is also the economie
loss to owners, Therefore I hope that the
lesson which has been given to us now in
certain localities may be profitable to all
concerned, and that some seheme such as I
have briefly snggested may be undertaken
in order to anticipate what may happen in
this respeet in other localities at some future
date.

The development of the Swan River and
its foreshore has received much practical at-
tention from the State Gardens Board and
certain local authorities, and has, I want
readily to admit, received the ecommendable
support of the Government. But while that
is so, a great deal of necessary work remains
to be done in that connection. Surely at
the present time, when the Minister and
those associated with him find it diffi-
cult, T admit, to get within the metro-
politan area works affording the greatest
possible measure of labour as against ma-
terial, so as to meet, incidentally, the de-
mands made upon them daily by men whose
various responsibilities require that they
should be given some consideration in the
matter of local work, the development of the
Swan River and foreshore might well re-
ceive aitention. This is one of the means
by which two purposes can be served. It
15 the desire of two local aunthorities—I can
speak definitely of one and hopefully of the
vther—to continne foreshore reelamation
work and the construction of the Riverside
Drive. While at the moment I am not in 2
position to indicate definitely what may be
done, I am confident that at least one loeal
anthority, and probably also the other, which
is in a much better firancial position, will
be able to submit a scheme to the Minister,
who, T know by the way, does re-
gard the riverside work as being de-
sirable in the interests of the com-
munity generally, apart from its ordinary
practicahility. The local authorities may
be able to submit a scheme which will re-
eeive his sympathetic consideration and, I
hope, some praetical support from him,

The proposal to introduee long-overdue
legizlation for third-party insuranee should
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be received, and I am sure will be received,
with general publie approval.

Mr. Lambert: As long as it is not State
insurance !

My, SHEARN: At the moment I am not
concerned with schemes. T realise that in
eonnection with this proposal there are
many phases that will involve a deal
of thought and may even induce a certain
amount of conflict of opinion; but 1 am
certain that the (Government is earnest in
its desire to do something in the matter,
and 1 am equally certain that there is gen-
eral recognition of the need for such leg-

islation. In fact, this State is one of the
faw Awustralian States that have nol
already legislated on the subject. Na

doubt there will be many side issues intro-
dueed incidentally, but I hope it will be
possible to get a reasonable premium rate,
in view of the tremendous number of
vehicles that would come under such =
scheme., I look forward to the securing oi
a premium rate that will not make it &
hardship for owners of vehieles to take onl
third-party insurance polieies. The majo:
point I have in mind at the moment is the
absolute necessity for insuranee of this
nature to give protection to such people as
have, unfortunately, been victims in ¢
large proportion of recent accidents. Fre
quently victims find the owners of vehiele:
responsible for accideniz to be uninsured
and therefore are unable to recover com
pensation or even medieal expenses. Only
a few weeks ago there was brought to mj
notice the case of a sustenance worke:
who was proceeding to work om a cer
tain worning, and owing to the eareless
ness of a person driving a motor vehiel
was knocked down, rendered unconscious
and taken to hospital.  After remaining
there in a dangerous condition for som:
time, he returned home. The man has :
family of five or six children. The Govern
ment department for which he was abon
to start work could not assume responsi
bility, because of the fact that he wa
just going to his job.  He subsequentl:
found, to his dismay, that in spite of al
the suffering and loss he had sustained, b
could not recover eompensation, the owne
of the vehicle being uninsured. Had it no
beenn for the Child Welfare Departmen
miving his wife some temporary relief, h
wonld have been in a dreadfvl position be
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cause the owner of the vehicle was neither
insured nor possessed of any means. I am
merely concerned with the principle of the
subjeet; and I say that from the instance
I have quoted, and from a number of other
instances of which I have read, I am con-
vineed that there is not one sensible per-
gon in the community who would say that
third-party insurance is not long overdue.
I am indeed glad that this legislation is
to be introduced, and I trust that whatever
opposition may arise—though I hope there
will not be any—will be easily adjusted, so
that this form of insurance will at last
find a place on our statute-book, and that
there may be some safeguard for people
who suffer owing to road-hogs and other
persons unsuitable—fortunately a minority—
for holding licenses.

With regard to such matters as police
protection, school accommodation, and
transport facilities for my electorate, I
propose to conform with other members
who have spoken and deal with those items
when the Annual Estimates are brought
down,

The member for Mt Magmet (Mr.
Triat) and other hon. members who have
spoken give an indication, even if only by
indirection, of a lack of sympathy on the
part of members oceupying these cross-
benches with the plight of the farming
community. I desire to say expressly that
I personally, having had some liftle oppor-
tunity of observing conditions in certain
portions of the wheat territory of Western
Australia, have every sympathy for the
position in which so many farmers find
themselves. I realise, too, as 2 member of
a metropolitan constituency, the state of
dependence in which, so to speak, we live
in Western Australia; and therefore I duly
appreciate the fact that, within the
bounds of possibility, all that can be

done for the farmers ought to be
done. Certainly any such proposals
will receive my unqualified support.

I do not believe in any one section of the
community being fleeced for the benefit of
another. In his references to that phase,
T presume the member for Perth (Mr. Need-
ham) did not intend us to accept his re-
marks too literally. He must realise, with
other members, what it means to those who
reside in the metropolitan area if a large
portion of the men on the land labonr under
the diffienlties that confront them at this
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juneture. The people in the metropolitan
area cannot possibly hope to enjoy pros-
perity when so many of the primary pro-
ducers are living considerably below the
bread line. I agree that everything possible
will have to be done in the interests of
the farmers, who represent a very important
section of the community.

Mr, Needham: Do you expeet them to
produce wheat below cost?

Mr. SHEARN ; In dealing with this prob-
lem the Federal Government must aceept tha
lion’s share of the responsibility. I entirely
disagree with some of the utterances of the
Prime Miunister, when commenting npon the
part the States should play in this matter.
The State Governments, with one exception,
have already indicated their definite interest
in, and sympathy with, the problems of the
farmers, but assuredly the major responsi-
bility should rest upon the Federal Govern-
ment to overcome the difficulties surround-
ing the present-day sitnation. I assure mem-
bers, particulmaly those of the Country
Party, that I shall certainly consider it my
duty to support any and all projecis of a
practical deseription for relieving the unfor-
tunate and crael conditions in which the
farmers find themselves to-day. I trust that
as the resnlt . f the negotiations that are
in progress, the farmers will at any rate
gain some semblance of a restoration of de-
cent conditions, with a reasonable outlook
for the future. T believe that is necessary,
not onlv in their own interests, but for the
benefit of Australia generally.

As T found to be the position during
the three sessions I have been in Par-
liament, there will doubtless be many differ-
ences of opinion when the Honse deals with
varions subjecis. T trnst—I do not think
the hope is forlorn—that there will be a gen-
eral recognition of the fact that the posi-
tion confronting the State is so serioms as
to require all sections of this House, irre-
spective of political allegiances, to stand be-
hind the Government in any plan or pro-
ject that is shown to be in the best interests
of the community generally. To that policy
I shall give my unqgualified support, for I
believe that by such means alone will the
Legislature this session make any contribu-
tion towards the alleviaiion of the conditions
in which, unfortunately, the people in every
part of Australia find themselves. I there-
fore hope that the Government will afford
members ampler opportunities than they have
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had in the past to analyse legislation, and
that they will not be expected to deal with
an avalanehe of Bills, the details of which
cannot possibly receive adequate considera-
fion. Having regard to the comparative ur-
gency of the legislation that will be placed
before us, I trust that the opportunity to
consider the contents of the more important
measures will be fully availed of, For once
I find myself in agreement with the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) who
drew attention to the undesirability of flood-
ing the Table with piles of regulations fromn
time to time. Those regulations deal with
all sorts of matters handled by various de-
partments. When we look into those regu-
lations, we find that many arise from the
fact that the Legislature has given insuffi-
cient consideration to the legislation, the
regulations being required to give more ade-
quate effeet to the intentions of the Govern-
ment. I trast therefore that this session we
shall be asked to deal with fewer Bills, so
that we may be able to serutimise them more
carefully, and thereby avoid the necessity for
the promulgation of regulations, exeept
where they may not be expressly provided for
in legislation. Parliament should first give
adequate consideration to measures so as to
make them reasonably eomplete and thus
obviate fhe need for the framing of regu-
lation after regulation to give effect to the
intentions of legislation, I trust that this
session will be fruitful of good for all sec-
tions of the community.

On motion by Mr. Holman, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.16 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TAXATION.
Hospital Fund Tax,

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief See-
retary: Whai was the total amount received
from Hospital Fund Tax for the year ended
30th June, 1939%

The HONORARY MINISTER (for the
Chief Secretary) replied: The total amount
received from the hospital tax for the year
1930, was £264,072,

QUESTION—STATE FINANCES.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary ; What was the revenue and expendi-
ture for the months of June, 1938 and 1939¢

The HONORARY MINISTER (for the
Chief Seeretary) replied: The revenue and
expenditure for the month of June, 1938,
and June, 1939, were as follows:—Revenue:
June, 1938, £1,170,094; June, 1939,
£1,092,924. Expenditure: June, 1933,
£989,411; June, 1939, £096,127.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS,

Diesel Cars.
Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: What revenue was earned hy Diesel

cars in each distriet during the year ended
30th June, 19397



